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the North Districts. Ile remained in this
House until 1890, when, on the Council be-
coming wholly eleetive, he ceased to he a
member. He was then eleeted to another
place in the first Parliament as the member
for De Grey, and eventually, on the 4th De-
cember, 1894, was appointed Commissioner
of Crown Lands, which affice he resigned on
the 13th Mareh, 1897. Thz late My. Richard-
son was one of those hard+ settlers who have
done so much for the advancement of land
settlement in Western Ansiralia, and for the
good of Western Australia as a whaole. Most
of us knew him well, and esteemed very
highly his sterling qualities. By his own
energy, and by the good grasp that he al-
ways obtained of evervthing he undertook,
he raised himself to eminence in the Forrest
Administration. In that ahle Government
he revealed himself as a man of sound judg-
ment, and one who ever did his duty courte-
ously and comprehensively.  Jr. Richard-
son’s death removes frem ihe State one of
the best of its pioneers. 1lis life was an
example of what a man can accomplish. He
was a fearless man in evevy sense of the
word, and one of his most marked charac-
teristics was his considerate aititude towards
the feelings of others. In his early days he
did noble work in venturing into the then
unknown parts of Western Australia, and
by his death a warm link with the sixties
has been severed.

HON, SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.56]: I desire the privilege of
seconding this motion. I knew the late Mr.
Richardson for a great many years, longer
I think than anvone in this House. When
we come to reflect upon the matter, it seems
exceedingly sad that we should to-day be
called upon to dea! with the deaths of three
of our friends. 1 suppose us long as we are
in this world, such things ave inevitable, and
we must put up with them as best we can
and become recouciled to them as soon as
possible, The Leader of the House has
said so mueh ahout Mr. Richardson that
there is little lett for me to add. 7T knew
him well. He was a co-Minister of mine
under responsible Government in the rvegime
of the late Lord Forrest. lle had the dis-
tinction of serving under two Constifutions.
The first was the Constilution when the
State was a Crown colony, and the next was
when we were enjoying responsible Govern-
ment. He left the Forrest Government,
very much to our regret. He was a man

-work.
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who gave all his time and abilitx to his
and eavried it out most eonscienti-
ously.  Apart from his political work, he
was n great pioneer and a great pastoralist.
Ile spent a =ood deal of his lime in develep-
ing the onlhlocks, and in an endeavour fo
turn what mav be termed the wilderness
into a flowering garden. He was very sue-
cessful.  Almost up to the time of his death
he was taking active steps in looking after
vtock and such-like matters. I feel we have
lost a most valuable citizen. We can only
say how sorry we are. 1 am glad to have
had the privilege of seconding the motion
s0 ably moved by the Leader of the Ilouse.

Question passed; members standing.
ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES {Hon. C. F. Baxter—
East) [$.57]: I move—

That the House nt its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 19th May.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at .55 pan.

Qegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 12th May, 1531,
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MOTIONS (3)—CONDOLENCE.
Late Sir Robert Iurse Medillan, K.C.M.G.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [4.35]: Since the House
last met we have sustained a severe loss by the
death ot the Chief Justice, Sir Robert Furse
MelMilian, and T desirc to submit a motion
as follows.—

That this House desires to place on reeord its
profound sense of the loss sustained in the
passing  of the inte Hon. Sir Robert Furse
MeMillan, R.OM.G,, Licut.-Governor and Chicf
Justice of the State of Western Australin: aml
that an expression of 1he sineerest sympathy
of members be conveyed hy the Yon. the
Epeaker to the widow and family,

Sir Robert lived amongst us for very many
vears as Chiet Justice, and for the lact nine
vears was Lient.-Governor. He was known
from one end of the State to the other, had
seen o great deal of the State and its people,
and everyvwhere he went he was welcomed
end admirved. He had thoroughly endeared
himself to the people. 1 am sure that the
House, as well as the whole country, deplores
the passing of Sir Robert,

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.37]: 1
seeond the motion and join with the Premier
in expressing regret at the passing of Sir
Robert MeMillan. For more than a quarter
of a century the late Chief Justice belonged
to the puablic life of Western Anstralia, but
one had to know him intimately or to come
into close contaet with him in order
thoroughly to appreciate his very great
qunalities. I doubt whether any man in the
history of the State rendercd better serviee
to the country than did the late Chief Jus-
tice, and T am sure his place will be very
hard to fill. T feel, and those who knew him
will facl, that if he had had anyv choiee in
the manner of his |assing, it would have
been to die as he did at the post of duty,
serving the State in the same Faithful and
distineuished manner as he had done for
such a long period. T join with the Premier
in expressions of regret and condolence wilh
memhers of the family  the very great loss
sustained by his death.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L Davy—West Perth) [4.38]: As
the Minister controlling the department with
which the administration of justice is con-
nected, [ should like to add a remark re-
garding the very serious loss the community
has suffered by the death of the Chicf
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Justice, If I may be pardoned for so doing,
I should like to repeat some words uttered
by a very close associate of the late Chief
Justice. He said, “Many men gain a reputa-
tion for being humorous, and so great is the
reputation that if they make the simplest
remark, everybody bursts into laughter. The
Chief Justice acquired a similar reputation
for wisdom. so that when he made an utter-
aned, it was aceepted as vight from the very
fact that he had uttered it.” That reputa-
tion was achieved in the quietest possible
manner, for searcely ever did the late Chief
Justice raise his voice or use any gesture or
emphasis. T join with my leader and with
the Leader of the Opposition in placing on
record the very serious loss we have suffered
by his death,

Question passed; members standing.

Late 3r. :|. R. Richardson.

THE PREMIEER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [4.40]: 1 move—

That this House places on record its deop verret
at the death of Mr. A, R. Richardson. a memhor
£ the first Iarliument under responsi’.le Govern-
ment and Minister for Lands in Sir John For-
rest’s WMinistry; and desires that its sincercst
sympathy he conveyed te the tawmily by the
ilon, the Speaker.

Mr. Richardson came to this eountry, as so
many people did, from Victoria very many
vears ago and was one of the pioneers of the
Novth-West. He lived there at a time when
life was vanzh and hard, and not at all what
it is to-daxy. After spending some vears in
the North-West, he came to the southern
pertion of the State and devoted the rest of
his life to the development of the country.
He owned a great deal of farming land and
aave his services to the country, He beeame
Minister for Lands—I helieve the first Min-
ister for Lands nander responsible Govern-
ment—and subsequently, as members know,
e was a trustec of the Agrieultural Bank
for many vears. He devoted his life entirely
to the work of helping forward the develop-
ment of the agrieultural industry.

HON. P, COLLIER {Boulder) [442]: In
seconding the mation I desire to endorse all
that has been said by the Premier. Mr,
Richardson was not so well known to me, as
he had been associated with the Parliament-
ary life of the State in its pioneering stages
mzuy vears before 1 became a member, e
rendered great service to the State as a
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trustee of the Agrieultural Bank, together
with the late Mr. Paterson., Those two
gentlemen had much fo do with placing the
bank on the sound footing it oceupies to-day
and in rendering great service to the agri:
enltural settlement and development of the
State.

Question passed; members standing.

»

Late Hon. W. J. George, C.M.G,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [4.44]: T move—

That this House desires to place on reeord
its profound scnse of the loss sustained in the
passing of the Iate Hon, W, J. George, C.M.G,,
and that an cxpression of the sincerest svm-
pathy of members be conveyed by the Hon.
the Speaker to the widow and family.

All members knew Mr. George very well
indeed. He served in this Parliament be-
fore any of the present members came here,
and though there was a break of six years
in his service, I believe he had occupied a
-seat for a greater number of years than any
other member. TIn whatever capaecity he
found himself, whether as member of Par-
linment, Commissigner of Railways, or Min-
ister for Works, he served the country to
the best of his ability, and never hesitated
to sacrifice himself or his own interests for
the good of the country.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]:
I fee! that we are not making a very aus-
picious beginning in the submission of
motions relative to the deaths of three of
cur distingunished eitizens, who have passed
away since the House adjourned. However,
those of us who had the privilege of being
associnted with the late Mr. (eorge for
many vears cannot but regard his passing
as a matter of very great regret indeed. My
reeollaction is that Mr., George was a Minis-
ter of the Crown for eight years, from 1918
to 1924; and, as the Premier has said, in
whatever position the deceased gentleman
was called upon to fill he guve of his very
best,  Mr. George's services to Western Aus-
tralia were of great duration and of much
calue.  YWe all regret the passing of one with
whom, thougl at time we differed from him
keenly, there was nevertheless a warm hond
of friendship, irvespective of party allilia-
tions,

Question passed; members standing,
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QUESTION-—MINING, ASSISTANCE TO
PROSPECTORS.

Mr, MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Is any money avuil-
able at the moment for the purpose of pra-
viding sustenance to prospectors; and, if
not, is there any likelihood in the immediate
future of such money being provided?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Af the moment there is no money available
other than that which is being provided by
wiay of sustenance to unemployed prospec-
tors. There is no immediate prospeet of any
Larther money being made available.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—LOAN
COUNCIL.

THE PREMIER {Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell-——Northanm) [4.58]: By permission of
the House, 1 wish to make the usual state-
ment after uttending a meeting of the Loan
Couneil.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.59]:
Naturally I have no objection to offer to
the Premier’s making a statement, but [
should like to have an assuwrance from the
hon. gentleman that opportunity will be
provided to discuss the statement. After all,
most of our troubles and most of our possi-
bilities for the future seem to hinge upon the
l.oan Couneil and its meetings. The buasi-
ness conducted at recent meetings of that
body must be of the wtinost importance, and
I eonsider it only fair that the House should
he afforded the opportunity of a general
dizeussion on the statement whieh will be
made by the Premier. [ should he glad of
an assurance to that effect.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [5.2]: It has never
been done. It i most unusunal to have a
discussion after a statement, There is never
a possihility of debating a statement.

Hon. P. Collier: The cirenmsiances are
guite unpsual.

The PREMIER: Yes, they are.

Hon. A. McCallum: We never adopted the
practice you adept of coming here and mak-
ing such statements.

The PREMIER: Oh yes!

Hon. A. MeCallum: We did not do it onece
during the six vears we were in office.
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The PREMIER: The hon. member is
quite wrong if he says that. He himself has
made very long statements.

Hon. A. MeCallum: The hon. gentleman is
quite wrong.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
offer it the hon. member will keep guiet and
listen.

Hon. A. MeCallum: The Premier has been
tuking a most unusual eourse by making
statements and not leaving them open to dis-
eussion,

The PREMIER: I am afraid that {he
usual practice is that unless a motion be
moved by the Minister making the siate-
ment, there can be no disenssion, However,
1 propose to move a motion when [ have
finished making my statement, and that will
permit of a discussion by hon. members. I
doubt if discussions have often followed, as
suggested by the Leader of the Opposition,
although statements have heen made.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: You are wrong;
there have been no statements made as you
suggest, and ohjection must be raised when
vou make a statement thal is ineorreect!

Hon., M. F. Trov: Of course, the state-
ment was incorrect. The Premier has heen
electioneering all through recess, and has
not met Parliament.

The PREMIER: We enjoy freedom of
speech in this eountry, and perhaps T have
some right in that respect. Most hon, mem-
bers have availed themselves of that right;
T have evercised my right, too. I wish to
inform hon. members of what has huppened
at the meetings of the Federal Loan Couneil
and then T shall move the neeessary molion
that will admit of the fullest possible dis-
enssion.

Loan Couneil.

Under the Financial Agreement, it is pvo-
vided that every State should he represented
at meetings of the Loan Council. AN the
States are effectively bound together by the
agrecment, and in the present diffieult times,
frequent meetings have heen necessary to deal
with the problems of finance, as well as with
other guestions that affect Governments gen-
erally.  Since the 23rd April, 1930, seven
meetings of the Loan Council have been
held, and I, as Treasurer of the State, have
attended six of them. Three meetings have
been held sinee Parliament last met. The
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discussions covered a very wide field, much
of which I do not propose to refer to now,
as I have no doubt that those matters are
stilt fresh in the minds of hon. members.

Loan Raising.

When the Financial Agreement was entered
npon, the intention was that the Loan Coun-
cil should deal with the raising of money
for expenditure on loan works. Loans in
the ordinary way have not heen obtainable
from the public in London since 1929, but
£36,000,000 has heen borrowed in London
either by way of bank overdraft or by short-
term debentures,  This moneyr was raised
largely duving the year 1929-30, and all of
it s practically payable on demand.
Since September, 1930, it has unot been
possible to increase the London indebtedness
of Australian Governments. During the
current year, the money borrowed in Aus-
tralia for loan works will prohably he only
£15,000,000. A sum of £12000,000 was
raised in June and July of 193¢ and divided
amongst ull the Governments of Australia.
Part of that sum was on this year’s acecount.
It was raised, hon. members will remember,
towards the end of 1930 and part of the
money was taken into the agcounts for that
vear,

Government Deficits,

Recently the Loan Council hag been engaged
in arranging to finance the deficits of var-
ious Governments. When the Financial
Agreement was sigued, it was not contem-
plated that the Loan Counecil wounld have to
devote attention to this phase of Govern-
ment finance. However, the Commonwealth
Bank has intimated that even such loans
should be authorised by the Loan Couneil
and that Commonwealth Treasury bills
ghould he griven to secure overdrafts. It was
anticipated that at the 30th June next the
deficits of the seven Governments wonld
total £28,525,000, made up as follows:—

Commonwealth £14,500,000
New Sonth Wale 8,000,000
Victoria - 2,300,000
Queensland .- 600,000
South Australia 2,000,000
Western Australia 1,000,000
Tasmania - 125,000

£28,525,000
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Commoiwealth Bunk Letter.

Consideration was given to the letter of the
Commonwealth Bank notifving that the total
overdraff limit to all Governments must not
exceed £25,000,000. The Federal Treasurer
was depuled to confer with the Bank and
arrange for the npecessary acecommodation
until at least the end of June.

The London Position.

The London and Westminster Bank has
arranged lo eontinue its advances to wvar-
ious Governments, totalling £5,000,000, until
the end of September next. The £35,000,000
of Treasury bills due on the 30th June, we
were advised by the Federal Treasvrer,
could not be renewed. Therefore steps will
have to he taken to meet the amount. The
Federal Government propose to
£3,000,000 of the £15000,000 gold reserve
to London for this purpose. This, of eourse,
is a matter for the Federal Parliament o
decide and is in no way the concern of the
Loan Couneil.

Budgetary Difficulty.

The budgetary difhicnlty has been aceen-

tuated by two factors—

(a) The inerease in the London exchange
rate to 30 per cent., which will cosl
Governments $£10,600,000 for 12
months; and

(h) Sustenance paid to men out of work,
which means, T think, a debit of
something like £10,000,000 against
revenne, or, as in some States,
against special taxation.

It is now recognised that if deficits are
to be reduced considerably and if unem-
ployed are to he put back at work, money
must be borrowed in London. Owing to the
low values for wheat and wool, and nor-
withstanding the enormous reduction of im-
ports, and because of the cessation of hor-
rowing in London, interest tp the amount
of £36,000,0600 a vear must be remitted to
London. The exchange rate for some mouths
past has been £30 per cent., and this rate,
it is thought, is likely to continue for some
time fo come. 1f £30,000,000 could be bor-
rowed in London, there wounld he a saving
of £10,000,000 in exchange, while €6,000,000
of the cost of unemplovment would prob-
ehly dizappear also.

ship -
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Sub-Committee dppointed.

With the object of satisfying London in-
vestors that Governments are endeavouring
te balance Budgets within a reasonable num-
her of years, the Loan Council appointed a
sub-committee, consisting of the Aecting
Treasurer of Vietoria and the Treasurers of
South Australia and Western Australia, to
veport. The sub-committee has sat and de-
termined upon the information that it re-
cuives from each State, while bugriness men
have heen called in to advise and economists
have been consnlted to aid in the solving of
this diffienlt problem. At the Februnry con-
ference, the veport of experts appointed by
the previous Loan Couneil was submitted.
This report will be execedingly useful fo
the sub-committee in prepaving its report.
The experts’ report has been laid upon the
Table of thts House. The sub-committee’s
report is to be submitted to a meeting of the

Loan Couneil to he held in Melbourne
shortly.
No Decrease in Borrotwing.
When the Financial Agreement was

signed, it was hoped that borrowing by Gov-
ernments wounld be limited. Thnat hope has
not been realised. Deficits have to he funded
and treated as debt and, bearving this in
mind, there never was a time when Aus-
tralia as a whole was borrowing more than
it is at present. I mention that point be-
canse it is the difficulty of raising monev
for ordinary lean work that represents the
trouble now. TYn 1028-29, of the £41,000,000
borrowed, public works absorbed £37.500,000
and deficits £3.500,000. This vear deficits are
absorbing £28,000,000, and public works
about £15.008,000. Consequently we are at
present spending more borrowed money than
before and without eveating anv asset for
£28,000,000 of it.

Division of Borrowed Money.

It is instruetive to review the division of
horrowed tmoney. Under the Finaneial
Agreement, the (‘ommanwealth was to re-
eeive a maximum of 20 per cent., and West-
ern Australia’s share, if it =o desired, was
to be 10 per cent, In 1928-29 the (ommon-
wealth got its 20 per ecent. and we got our
10 per cent., but now that we are also bor-
rowing to cover vevenue defieits, the Com-
monwealth will this year get 39 per cent.,
which will he n debt amainst the Common-
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wealth and not against the State, while our
amount will be a shade over 6 per cent.,
whiclt will be & debt against the State. The
Commonwealth is getting twice the amount
it is entitled to; we ave getting a little more
than one-half! This-matter was diseussed
at the fast Loan Couneil meeting.

Deficits Inerease National Debt.

I wish hon. members to appreciate the
fact that seemrity has heen issued for Gov-
ernment overdrafts, and that the £43,000,-
000 (including £28,000,000 of deficits) is as
much an addition to the national deht as
was the £41,000,000 horrowed in 1928-29.
In the one instanee, honds were issued for
the loans; to-day we are giving short-dated
Treasury hills as security. That is not a
very desirable way to borrow moncy, but it
is the only way. The same amount is being
added to our indebtedness hy deficits as was
added when we were raising loans; the same
amount of added interest has to be met,
while the money, as it is now being spent,
is neither providing work for the people nor
stimulating trade as it should be doing. In-
stead of arliament’s appropriating loan
money to pav.for definite works, the money
has been borrewed and used to finance rev-
enue shortages, and, genecrally speaking,
theve is little to show for the expenditure.

Federal Aid Roads Agreement.

The Btates have been asked teo relieve the
Federal Government of their guarantee of
£2.000,000 a vear uader the Federal Aid
Roads Agreement. In lieu thereof, the
Commonwealth propose to substitute a tax
of 2%4d. per gallon on petrol, which would
vield, they thought, a litile more than half
of the present £2,000,000. And in the bad
times thvough which we are passing, the
raising of even the one-half would be prob-
lematical.  The Roads Agreement is em-
bodied in Acts of Parliament, Common-
wealth and State, and eannoi be varied ex-
cept with the consent of the several Parlia-
ments. It was explained by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Scullin; that {hat was a very
large amount to spend on roads in these bad
times, particularly when the Commonwealth
revenue was considerably short of the
amount requisite to meet commitments.
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Hon. A. McCallum: They get their return
out of a =pecial tax.

The PREMIER: Of course that is so.
They impose a tax of 7d. per gallon and payv
us 21%d., thus taking a considerable sum of
money from the users of the roads.

+lssistance to Wheaigrowers,

At the February meeting of the Loan
Council, & wmotion was passed authorising
the Federal Treasurer to raise £6,000,000 to
assist wheatgrowers. Of that sum, £3,500,-
000 was to have been made available by the
Commonwealth to pay a bounty of 6d. per
bushel on the wheat of the 1930-31 season
exported, and £2,500,000 was to have been
made available as a loan to the States to
assist necessitous whentgrowers, The pay-
ment of the bounty is entirely a Common-
wealth matter, and ] regret to say that the
Federal Government new propese to pay a
bounty of 4. per bushel on the wheat
produced last scason. This will mean that
the farmers of Western Australia will re-
ceive about £1,000,000 by way of the 4lAd.
hounty. That is a very considerable sum.

Hon, . Collier: Will thai be dependent
upon the success of the loenl loan?

The PREMIER: I am afraid it will be;
the money will have to he raised somehow.
This will mean, too, £200,000 less than the
Earmers of Western Australia would have
received under the ariginal proposal to pay
Gd. per bushel on wheat exported. As hon.
members know, we consume little of our
wheat and export by far the larger propor-
tion of our yield, whereas Victoria and New
South Wales lLave large consuming popula-
tions, and those States export much less per
cent. of the wheat they produce.

Hon. J. C. Willgock: The payments will
be made on the Australian basis,

The PREMIER: Yes, but the export
hasis sunits us better. The bounty on wheat
produced will suit Australia as a whole; the
other type of payment would suit Western
Australia better because of our small popn-
lation and big production. Thé £2,500,000
loan to assist necessitous wheatgrowers—I
mention this to indicate the value of the
step to \Western Australia from the stand-
point of money distributed—is to be allo-
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cated amongst the States on the basis of

production as follows:—

£

New South Wales .. .. B18,000
Vietoria .. .. .. 547,000
Queensland .. . .. 84,000
South Australia .. .. 432,000
Western Australia 642,000
Tasmania .- .. 7,000

- £2,500,000

The two sums—the hounty of £3,500,000
and the loan to the States of £2,500,000—
will now form part of the proposed loan of
£12,000,000, to which I shall refer again
presently.

Decline of Trude.

The volume of trade in Australia, it is
estimated, has decreased by about one-third,
due in part te the fall in national income,
This fall in national income, the Federal
Treasuver told us, had heen computed by
economists at £125,000,000 for this year.
The decline of trade has had a disastrous
effect on the earnings of public utilities
such as railways, harbours, ete.,, throughout
Australia. This has increased the diffienl-
ties of (GGovernments, for the reduced surplus
earnings over operating costs has necessi-
tated the taxpavers providing a far greater
proportion than formerly of the inierest hill
due on the money invested in these concerns.
I think members know there has heen a tre-
mendous falling off in trade, and that the
loss on the railway system throughout Aus-
tralia this year will be enormous.

Unemployment.

The problem of unemployment figured
largely in the Loan Council disenssions.
Everybody recognises that the reduced ex-
penditure on public works from an average
of £42,000,000 a vear for six years to
£15,000,000 this vear is aceountable for much
of the unemployment now existing. It
would be not only inadvisable hut impos-
sible fo borrow again on anything like the
seale of past vears, and consequently many
of the men previously emploved on public
works will have to be absorbed in industry.
Herein lies the diffieulty, becanse those men
were not emploved in industry during pros-
perous times. To tide over the period pend-
ing the recovery of trade and the ahsorp-
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tion of the tmemployed in industry, it is
proposed to apply £6,000,000 of the
£12,000,000 loan to relief worlk for men who
are  unemployed. Western  Australia’s
share of the £6,000,000 for unemployment
will be £575,000. This sum, together with
the £1,000,000 for wheat Dbounty, and
£642,000 to aid necessitous wheatgrowers,
will make availuble soma £2,200,000 of funds
to this State, and the sneccessful flotation of
the loan is thervefore of the greatest impor-
lance to us. Financial people in Melbourne
were not at first favourably disposed to-
wards any Government loan, nor did it seem
that we could expect much support from the
Press. In the little time at my disposal, I
was able to discuss the matter with a num-
ber of prominent people, business people
and others, amd the hostility of the business
people to a loan to Governments seemed to
be weakening a little. Owing to the early
wneeting of Parliament, I eould not delay
my veturn to PPerth, and 1 therefore asked
the Hon. the Attorney General to stay a
few days longer in Melbourne and do what-
ever was possible to help change the views
of financiers to something more favourable.
[ do not know what the result will be. The
Federal Treasurer has undertaken to intro-
duce legislation to permit of the loan being
issued at 4 per eent. interest free of tax.
That will be done before the loan is sub-
mitted to the market.
Mr., McCallum: At par?

The PREMIER: I suppose it would be.
The Federal Treasuver was left to discuss
the raising ot the loan with Sir Robert Gib-
son, of the Commonwealth Bank., Some
finaneial advisers expressed the belief that
there were untapped sourees that would re-
spond to a Joan under those conditions.
When subseriptions are invited, it is to be
hoped that every citizen who is in a position
to contribute will regard it as a patriotic
duty to do so in order that this peried of
dlepression may be spanned.

Unemployment Relief.

Previous to the conference, I had written
to the Federal Government suggesting that
it should share equally with ns in the cost
of sustenance for the unemploved. This was
not agreed to. The matter was mentioned
at the Loan Couneil, but the Federal Gov-
ernment have not vet agreed to accept any
definife part of this burden. Tt was sug-
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gested, but the idea was not considered, that
the relief given in each ¥iate should be
fixed on a uniform basis. Men, we were
told, were moving from one State to another
because the relief paid by some States ex-
ceeded that paid by other States.  This
matter is worthy of further consideration.

Hon. I°. Collier: 1 do not know how men
on relief are able to get about from one
State to another,

The PREMIER : Of cowrse they can cross
the border between New South Wales and
Queensland quite easily. The settled parts
of those two States are very close together.
The question of overlapping was further
considered, but little progress was made.

Financial Pogition.

The finaneial position is now caunsing grave
anxiety to the Federal Government as well
as to other Governments. It is now ad-
mitted by cvery member who attended the
latest meetings of the Loan Council—the
Premier of New South Wales was the only
ubsentee—that the restoration of contidence
transcends in importance all other considera-
tions, for upon it depends the well-being of
the whole of the people of Australin. For
this reason I am hopeful of fryitful results
when the meetings are resumed.

Opposition Co-operation.

The advisableness of asking Leaders of
Opposition to meet the Prime Minister and
the Premiers of the various States in con-
ference was discussed and determined npoxn.
The Loan Council will deal with the report
of the sub-committee and endeavour to reach
some definite conclusions as to the best means
to restore confidence. It will he for the
Prime JMinister to issue invitations to
Leaders of Opposition to attend. I am hope-
ful that this meeting of Jlinisters and
Leaders of Opposition will be arranged to
take place in Melbourne immediately after
the business of the Loan Council has been
concluded. Members will realise that, situ-
ated as we are, so far away from Melbourne
and mueh farther from Canberra, it is im-
possible for us to go over there as fre-
quently as we have been going. Tf we have
to meet in Melbourne, and after that the
Leaders of Opposition in all the States are
to be written to a~? asked to attend, it
will necessitate a second trip following close
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npon the one to be undertaken in a few
days. I hope that will be avoided. I ex-
pect the Loan Council to resume its siftings
on Thursday, the 2ist instant.

In order to permit my statement to be
considered by the House at the next sitting
1 move—

That so much of the Standing Orders he
suspended as is necessary to emable a motion

for the printing of the statement to be moved
at this sitting. .

AMr, SPEAKER: Under Standing Ovder
207 no member shall make any metion in-
itiating n subject for discussion but in pur-
suance of notice openly given at a previons
sitting of the House and duly entered npon
the Notice Paper. So in order fo carry this
motion it will be necessary that 26 mem-
bers, constituting an absolute majority of
the House, support it.

Question put and passed.
The PREMIER : I move—

That the statement T have presented be
printed annd its congideration be made an
Order of the Day for the mext sitting of the
Houge.

Question put and passed.

ILLNESS OF MEMBERS.

The PREMIER : Will you, Sir, permit me
to say that when I was in Melbourne ihe
other day I called upon Miss Holmen, one
of onr :nembers, who is ill there. She is cor-
tainly too unwell for us to expect her here
for some time. I am very sorry to. hear
that Mr. Lutey, the member for Brown Hill-
Tvanhoe, is also ill. T hope Miss Holman will
be returning to the State hefore long, but
certainly it will be some time before we can
hope to see her in the House.

[Louse adjourned at 5.25 p.m.]



